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1 . This communication is in response to the Board of Patent Appeals and 
Interferences' DECISION ON APPEAL, mailed March 31, 2009. Claims 8-29 are 
pending in this case. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

3. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Felix D'Ambrosio, Reg. No. 25,721 on September 29, 2009. 

4. The claims have been amended as follows: 

8. A method for providing measured values for end customers, comprising 
the steps of: 

record i ng a measur e d va l uo for a proc e ss variab le using a s e nsor S1, S2, S3; 
transm i tting th e m e asur e d va l u e to a proc e ss control syst e m PLS; counting th e numb e r 
of transm i ssion op e rat i ons; and 

ca l cu l at i ng th e costs for th e e nd custom e r on th e basis of the numb e r A of th e 
transmission op e rations. 

recording a process variable by a measured value pick-up device wherein the device, a 
converter, a computer unit and a communication unit are part of a sensor: 
digitizing the process variable into a measured value by the converter connected to the 
device via a first data line; 

transmitting the measured value from the converter to the computer unit; 

transmitting the measured value from the computer unit to the communication unit over 

a second data link; 
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receiving by the sensor a request for the measured unit from a process control unit: 
converting the measured value by the communication unit into a telegram and 
transmitting the telegram from the sensor to the process control unit wherein the 
telegram comprises the measured value, data bus address of the sensor S and a data 
bus address of the process control system: and 

counting and storing the number of measured values transmitted from the sensor to the 
process control unit by the computer unit. 

9. The method as defined in claim 8, wherein the data transmission botwoon 
sonsor S1, S2, S3 and th e proc e ss contro l syst e m PLS tak e s p l ac e i n li n e conduct e d 
fash i on, us i ng, for e xamp l e, a data bus syst e m DBS, transmitting steps between the 
sensor and the process control system are conducted over a data bus system DBS. 

10. The method as defined in claim 8, wherein the data transmiss i on b e tw ee n 
s e nsor S1, S2, S3 and th e proc e ss contro l syst e m PLS tak e s p l ac e by rad i o. 
transmitting steps between the sensor and the process control system are conducted by 
radio. 

Claims 11-13 (Canceled) 

14. The method as defined in claim 8, wh e r ei n th e numb e r A i s stor e d i n 
process contro l system PLS. further comprising the step of storing the number of 
measured values transmitted in the process control system. 

15. The method as defined in claim 9, wh e r e in th e numb e r A is stor e d i n 
proc e ss contro l syst e m PLS. further comprising the step of storing the number of 
measured values transmitted in the process control system. 



16. The method as defined in claim 8, wh e r ei n th e m e asur e d va l u e s ar e 
transm i tt e d ov e r th e int e rn e t from th e s e nsor S1 , S2, S3 to a databas e at th e fi e ld 
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transm i tt e r manufactur e r, to wh i ch data bas e at th e e nd custom e r li k e w i s e has acc e ss 
ov e r tho i nternet, and wh e r e in th e number of databas e acc e ss op e rations by th e e nd 
custom e r to th i s databas e i s count e d, further comprising the step of transmitting the 
number of measured values over the internet from the sensor to a database at a field 
transmitter manufacturer. 



17. The method as defined in claim 9 , wh e r ei n th e m e asur e d va l u e s ar e 
transm i tt e d ov e r th e intornot from th e s e nsor S1 , S2, S3 to a databas e at tho field 
transm i tt e r manufacturer, to which data baso at tho ond customer li kewis e has accoss 
ov e r th e i nt e rn e t, and wh e r ei n th e numb e r of databas e acc e ss op e rat i ons by th e e nd 
custom e r to this databas e i s count e d, further comprising the step of transmitting the 
number of measured values over the internet from the sensor to a database at a field 
transmitter manufacturer. 

18. The method as defined in claim 10, wh e r ei n th e m e asur e d va l u e s ar e 
tr a nsm i tt e d ovor th e int o rn o t from th e s e nsor S1 , S2, S3 to a databas e at th o f i o l d 
tr a nsm i tter manufactur e r, to wh i ch data bas o a t th o end customer likewis e has access 
ov e r th e int e rn e t, and wh e r ei n th e numb e r of databas e acc e ss op e rat i ons by th e e nd 
custom e r to this databas e i s count e d, further comprising the step of transmitting the 
number of measured values over the internet from the sensor to a database at a field 
transmitter manufacturer. 



19. The method as defined in claim 11, wh e r ei n th e m e asur e d va l u e s ar e 
transm i tt e d over th e int o rn o t from th e s e nsor S1 , S2, S3 to a databas e at tho fie l d 
tr a nsm i tt e r manufacturor, to wh i ch data bas e at tho ond custom e r l i k o w i so has acc e ss 
ov e r th e i nt e rn e t, and wh e r ei n th e numb e r of databas e acc e ss op e rations by th e e nd 
custom e r to this d a t a bas e is count e d, further comprising the step of transmitting the 
number of measured values over the internet from the sensor to a database at a field 



transmitter manufacturer. 
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20. The method as defined in claim 12, wh e r e in th e m e asured va l u e s ar e 
transm i tt e d ov e r th o int e rn e t from th o sensor S1 , S2, S3 to a database at tho fie l d 
transm i tter manufacturer, to wh i ch data bas o at the end custom e r lik e wise has acc e ss 
ov e r th e i nt e rn e t, and wh e r ei n th e numb e r of databas e acc e ss op e rat i ons by th e e nd 
customer to this database i s counted, further comprising the step of transmitting the 
number of measured values over the internet from the sensor to a database at a field 
transmitter manufacturer. 

21 . The method as defined in claim 8, wh e r ei n th e m e asured va l u e s ar e 
transmitted by radio from the s e nsor S1 , S2, $S to a database at th o f i o l d transmitt e r 
manufactur e r, to wh i ch data bas e at th e e nd custom e r li k e w i s e has access ov e r th e 
i nt e rn e t, and wh e r ei n th e number of databas e acc e ss operat i ons by tho end customer to 
th i s databas e is count e d, further comprising the step of transmitting the number of 
measured values over radio from the sensor to a database at a field transmitter 
manufacturer. 

22. The method as defined in claim 9, wherein th o measur e d valuos are 
transmitt e d by rad i o from tho sensor S1 , S2, S3 to a databas e at the fi e ld transm i tt e r 
manufactur e r, to wh i ch data bas e at th e e nd custom e r li k e w i s e has acc e ss ov e r th e 
int e rn e t, and wh e r ei n th e numb e r of databas e acc e ss op e r a tions by th e e nd custom e r to 
th i s databas e i s count e d, further comprising the step of transmitting the number of 
measured values over radio from the sensor to a database at a field transmitter 
manufacturer. 

23. The method as defined in claim 10, wh e rein tho measur e d va l u e s ar e 
transm i tted by rad i o from th e s e nsor S1 , S2, S3 to a dat a b a s e at tho field transmitter 
manufactur e r, to which dat a bas e at th e e nd custom e r li k e wis e has acc e ss ov e r th e 
i nt e rnet, and wh e r ei n the number of databas e acc e ss op o rat i ons by th e e nd custom e r to 
th i s databas e is count e d, further comprising the step of transmitting the number of 
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measured values over radio from the sensor to a database at a field transmitter 
manufacturer. 



24. The method as defined in claim 1 1 , wh e r ei n th e m e asur e d valu e s ar e 
transm i tt e d by radio from tho sensor $1 , $2, $3 to a database at th e fi e ld transmitt e r 
manuf a cturer, to wh i ch data bas e at tho ond custom e r likewise has acc e ss over th e 
i nt e rn e t, and wh e r ei n th e numb e r of d a tabas e acc e ss op e rat i ons by the ond custom e r to 
th i s database is counted, further comprising the step of transmitting the number of 
measured values over radio from the sensor to a database at a field transmitter 
manufacturer. 

25. The method as defined in claim 12, wh o ro i n the m e asur e d va l u e s ar e 
transm i tt e d by radio from the s e nsor S1, S2, S3 to a databas e at th o fi el d transmitt e r 
manufactur e r, to which data bas o at tho ond customer li kewis e has acc e ss ov e r th e 
int e rn e t, and wh e r e in th e numb e r of databas e acc e ss op e rat i ons by th e e nd custom e r to 
th i s databas e i s count e d, further comprising the step of transmitting the number of 
measured values over radio from the sensor to a database at a field transmitter 
manufacturer. 

Claims 26-29 (Canceled). 

Reasons for Allowance 

5. The following is the Examiner's statement of reasons for allowance. 

6. Regarding the claimed terms, the Examiner notes that a "general term must be 
understood in the context in which the inventor. presents it." In re Gulag 283 F.3d 1335, 
1340, 62 USPQ2d 1151, 1154 (Fed. Cir. 2002). Therefore the Examiner must interpret 
the claimed terms as found on pages 1-8 of the specification. Clearly almost all the 
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general terms in the claims may have multiple meanings. So where a claim term "is 
susceptible to various meanings, ... the inventor's lexicography must prevail . . . Id. 

7. Using these definitions for the claims, the claimed invention was not reasonably 
found in the prior art. 

8. Regarding independent claim 8, the references, Shimura et al (US 6,176,826), 
Budike, jr., et al (US 6,904,385) and Mulokay et al (US 4,661 ,914) disclose as 
previously discussed. The references, however, do not disclose converting the 
measured value by the communication unit into a telegram and transmitting the 
telegram from the sensor to the process control unit wherein the telegram comprises the 
measured value, data bus address of the sensor S and a data bus address of the 
process control system; For these reasons, independent claim 8 and its dependent 
claims 9-10 and 14-25 are deemed allowable. 

9. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CRISTINA OWEN SHERR whose telephone number is 
(571)272-671 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00 Monday through 
Friday. 

11. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Calvin L. Hewitt, II can be reached on (571)272-6709. The fax phone 



Application/Control Number: 09/862,502 Page 8 

Art Unit: 3685 

number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

12. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

13. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 

Cristina Owen Sherr 
Patent Examiner, AU 3685 



/Calvin L Hewitt II/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3685 



